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Introduction
The World is changing fast and irreversibly, mostly
because of the impact mankind activities have on the
environment but also due to natural and socio-economical
causes. The result is that today we can see, touch, smell and
live things that will probably have disappeared in the next
thirty years.
So, while turning 30, I decided to solo travel the world for one
year and explore the most fragile, evanescent places on
Earth, before it’s too late. I don’t necessarily want to
investigate the causes or proposing solutions, but first and
foremost I feel the urge to experience mankind relationship
with the land in first person and tell about it in a noncommercial, honest and intimate form, using all the tools I
master. I hope this will not just be a life-changing experience
but also an opportunity to testify the diversity of the world
and produce long-lasting documents to be passed to
posterity.

A mobile,
social
documentary
to tell about
the most
evanescent
things
on earth

The format
Today media have and are radically changing as well. Traditional
documentary has already evolved in a new modern format that is the
web-documentary. This format takes advantage of the interactive
multimedia capability of the Internet to create a non-linear production
that combines diﬀerent media formats. The container of this new
format is of course a website.
Nevertheless, I think that nowadays we need a new format that
reaches people where they spend most of their ( digital ) lives.
To tell my stories I decided to use a new format designed with social
media in mind, that takes advantage of their non-linear, multi-format
and fragmented consumption. The challenge will be to create short,
high-quality visual stories that can be both produced and consumed
on mobile devices.

The approach
I will experience my destinations with all the diﬀerent
sensibilities that are part of who I aim and of what I do ( see
“About me” section at page 13 ).
Being a photographer and filmmaker allows me to capture a
situation with a sense for aesthetics and cinematics. Being a
designer gives me an advantage for staying curious about a
new situation and empathetic with the people acting in it, with a
diﬀerent eye than a journalist. A designer doesn't just want to
understand why and how someone uses a tool but also
comprehend how it's done and works. Finally I’m an Italian and
this makes me an extremely passionate, warmhearted and
sociable person.

With a
photographer's
eye,
a designer's
hand,
an Italian
heart

The subject
For my trip I chose 30 destinations around the world.
They have one thing in common: they are slowly
vanishing and could not exists in thirty years. I don’t
just want to see these things myself before they
disappear but I also want them to be remembered by
future generations. The destinations can basically be
divided in two groups: endangered landscapes and
fading cultures. In some case the two overlap.

The eskimo village of Kivalina , Alaska ( photo: Alaska ShoreZone )

Endangered landscapes
A big part of the destinations I chose are, of course, places
threatened by climate change. Stunning islands with pristine
landscapes menaced by the sea level rise, huge ice mountains
slowly melting down. This will not just change the face of the planet
but also cause the migration and the disappearing of whole peoples
and cultures. It would be easy here to just talk about climate
change and how human behavior is reshaping the planet. However
my primary goal is to preserve the memory of this places and ways
of life for future generations.

Fading cultures
The second criteria I used is cultural diversity. Some of my
destinations are home to societies disrupted by socioeconomical changes.
I want to experience and capture the lives and traditions of
peoples who are still preserving their traditional ways and
customs in an increasingly globalized world, but are losing
touch with newer generations.
I’m not just talking about the last surviving tribes in Southern
Africa but also about the communities of small villages in
Southern Italy. Here again my main goal is not to investigate
the causes but first and foremost preserving cultural heritage.
Old man building traditional religious objects in Southern Italy ( photo: Angelo Chiacchio )

( See page 19 for the full list of destinations )

The importance of traveling alone
This is something I need to do alone. The first
part of the travel is inside my conscience. As a
human and as a designer, I feel the need to
experience new situations and embrace greater
cultural diversity in order to have a wider
understanding and awareness of the world.
Being alone will always force me to dive into a new place
without safety nets. Most importantly this will allow me to avoid
the “Hawthorne eﬀect” as much as possible. The Hawthorne
eﬀect ( also referred to as “the observer eﬀect” ) is a type of
reactivity in which individuals modify their behavior in response
to the fact of being observed. This is often what happens with
most of documentaries out there. Even the one that look quite
simple have a big production team behind the scene. I want to
have the smallest impact possible on the phenomena I will be
observing.
The fact of being alone doesn’t necessarily mean the people
would not be able to travel with me. I will share my experience
daily on social media so to have people following each step of
the journey.

A filmmaking challenge
This project is also an opportunity to push the limits of mobile
creativity, travel photography and film-making. Today most of
travel documentary we see are from professional tv crews or at
least a couple of travelers. For solo travels most of the time the
images are all from an action camera first person view or shot
on a tripod. In every case the post-production is done when the
trip is over or on professional laptops. My goal is not only to
shoot cinematic images while traveling alone using only
compact cameras and smart drones ( see page 18 ), but also to
edit content on the go using only mobile devices.

A design challenge
As a designer I can’t help but thinking as well about the
possibility of using this experience to explore possible solutions
to help this fragile societies to take advantage of technology to
improve their life and maybe save their future.
This is a pretty sensible subject: you don’t want technology to
be introduced in these cultures in an arrogant intrusive manner,
but at the same time I’m sure that an enlightened and
responsible use of modern tools could have a positive impact in
every environment.

Expected outcomes and distribution
Diﬀerent kind of content will be produced and collected during the trip. Most of that will be published almost live on social media and web platforms.
Later on, at the end of the journey, all the content will be diﬀused using more traditional, physical media.

Produced content

Videos

Images

360°

3D models

Objects

Digital Media

Social media pages

Website

Digital exhibition

Public domain libraries

Physical Media

Full-lenght documentary

Photographic book

Exhibition

A webdocumentary
A website will also be available to collect all the stories and present the project. You still need to have public place where people can find the project
whenever they want and without being present on social media.

When
The last question to answer remains “When?”. The timing of this
project is one of its most complex aspects.
I’d like it to be a unique, continuous trip during 300 days, starting and

300
consecutive days

finishing in Basilicata, my home town. You want to spend enough time
in every destinations so that you can really dive into a lifestyle, while at
same time being on schedule. You want to have the perfect weather
conditions for every destinations, while making short distance travels
between them.

I’m planning to leave on January 30 2018, hoping to
spend an average of 10 days per destination.

30
destinations

30
January 2018

Supporting the project
To produce this project I'm using my personal savings. It's important to
me to stay free of any editorial engagement that would come from a
more traditional production. That said, I need some help with traveling,
insurance, gears and publishing. If you think your brand has the right

1 video each week
for your social media accounts

tools for mobile creativity and travel, if you share the vision of the
project and want to be part of it, you can become a partner.

Google Arts & Culture, a not-for-profit initiative by Google that
partners with cultural organizations to bring the world’s cultural
heritage online, has already shown interest in the project and is willing

> 300 pictures
for your marketing campaigns

to publish it on its online platform as a digital exhibition.
More cultural partners are needed to build a stronger community
around the project and make sure it reaches a broader audience.

Being a partner of the “Ephemera” project means
having a considerable amount of material ready to

press coverage
in Italy and France ( at least )

use on your social media accounts and advertising
campaign but, most importantly, it means
associating your brand with strong values such as
heritage preservation, culture, adventure and
creativity.

strong values
to be associated to your brand

About me

How it all started

For my 9th birthday my father oﬀered me a PC with the brand new

Let me tell you some words about who I am, where I’m from and what I

Paint to draw. This changed my life.

do. It has a lot to do with the motivations of this project.
I was born in 1986 in Episcopia, a tiny village in the Southern region of
Basilicata. Since I was a child I showed curiosity and talent for
creatives and technological activities. No wonder then that my favorite
objects were machines that could be used to represent, capture,
enhance the world around me: cameras, videocameras, sound gears
and so on.

Windows 95. The first thing I did was turning it on and using Microsoft

Growing up I continued using computer to create: drawing, making
music, editing a video or photos. I loved it. So I decided that my job
one day should have something to do with these machines.

Becoming a designer
Growing up in a small-town environment, once I realized I had
some sort of creative talent, the first thing that came to my
mind was the advertising business. That was a nice field to use
my creativity, but I was missing something. I didn’t just want to
make cool stuﬀ and earn good money. I wanted to have a
positive impact in the world.
Is at that moment that I discovered Design and I decided it will
be my life path. After moving to Milano at first and then all
around Europe to study design, I settled in Paris.
Today I’m a senior designer and associate at nodesign.net, an
award-winning design studio focused on innovation and
technological creation. What matters to us is making innovative
products that use technology in a meaningful way to create
value for the people that use them.
Becoming a designer taught me the importance of observing
how people move in their environment and the way they use the
available tools around them.

What good
is talent
if you don’t
use it to have
a positive
impact in
the world ?

Becoming a filmmaker
Some of the machines I felt in love with were cameras and
camcorders. I didn’t realize it back then but I had a fascination
for this machines that can capture the word around us pretty
soon in my life. However it wasn’t until I found a old dusty
Canon reflex camera that my father stopped using, that I really
felt in love with photography.
Of course it didn’t took me long to realize I could scan pictures
and edit them on my PC. The next step was video. From then
on I couldn’t stop taking picture, shooting videos and making
short movies with my friends. So once started college I used
my savings to buy my first digital camera. After graduating and
moving to France to start my design career, I used my first
salaries to buy the legendary Canon 5D MKII.
As it was the case for my creative talent with computers, I
started to realize that having a great camera was great but it
would have been a waste of money if i didn’t use it a
meaningful way.
So I decided to become a photographer and film-maker and tell
about what I left back, Italy. My country, with all its places,
landscapes and stories. Today I’m a photographer and filmmaker for cantforget.it and co-founder of italiasenzatempo.it,
a project to tell about Italian natural heritage with innovative
techniques.

What good
is a great
camera if you
only use it
on your
backyard ?

Becoming a drone designer and
pilot
Four years ago I started to work on consumer camera drones
for the French company Parrot. It was for me a new encounter.
It was a machine that could take pictures and shoot videos
while flying up in the air, a child’s dream come true.
However this time it was diﬀerent: I didn’t just get to use it, but
to design it too !
One day, the client told us he wanted to improve the software of
the drone so that it could follow you autonomously using
artificial intelligence. The first thing to do was to teach the drone
to shoot great video. My mind was blown. It was a new
challenging project, with any existing reference out there. Plus
this would mean that in the future I would be able not just to
pilot the drone to film someone else but also to film myself in
the wild without the help of a second person.
As usual, after the great excitement came the big overthink. I
would soon have a drone that follows me wherever I go, but
what was the point of that if I didn’t go anywhere?
It is already diﬃcult and dangerous to pilot a drone in a urban
area, imagine unleash it without having full control. I spent most
of my time at the oﬃce. This time, to fully use the capabilities of
this new technology, I had to go further. So here I am!

What good
is a drone
able to
follow you
everywhere
if you
don’t go
anywhere ?

Destinations

Basilicata, Italy

Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

Nepal

Basilicata is where I was born. While this

Africa’s largest mountain is receding. The

The country is changing a lot because of

region is full of life during summer, some

glaciers are melting because of deforestation

tourism. Several rare species, such as the

peculiar social activities that take place

and global warming. This is reshaping the

snow leopard and the lesser panda, are

during the winter are been left back by

landscape and life around it.

found in the Sagarmatha National Park

newer generations. One example is the

dominated by Mount Everest. The Upper

tradition of raising your own pig to later kill it

Mustang, isolated region of the Himalayas,

and work its meat with the help of the

Himba people, Namibia

was a restricted demilitarized area until 1992

neighbourhood. What, in a peasant culture,

The OvaHimba are a semi-nomadic, pastoral

which makes it one of the most preserved

was the main source of nourishment for a

people, culturally distinguishable from the

regions in the world.

family, today it's gradually disappearing.

Herero people in southern Angola. They are
considered one of the last (semi-) nomadic

Pamukkale, Turkey

people in Africa.

Kazakh People, Mongolia
Kazakh are a Turkic people who mainly

Pamukkale is a town in western Turkey

inhabit the southern part of Eastern Europe

known for the mineral-rich thermal waters

Maldives Islands

Ural mountains and northern parts of Central

flowing down white travertine terraces on a

The president of the Maldives announced

Asia. They are one of the rarest tribes left in

nearby hillside. If you’d saw Pamukkale 30

the government would start buying land in

the continent.

years ago, you'd remember the water

other countries, including India, for citizens

cascading down the cliﬀs and forming

displaced by rising waters.

terraced pools where you could wade or

Houtouwan, China

even soak with a picnic. Today the water is

Only a handful of people still live in this

nearly gone--gobbled up by the hotels in the

remote place that was once home to more

area built to attract tourists.

than 2,000 fishermen. The village was
abandoned in the early 1990s as residents

moved away, aiming to leave problems with
education and food delivery behind them.
Today abandoned houses are eaten up by
nature.

Papua New Guinea
The populations of various species face dire

distinctive crafts and performing arts.

threats in Papua New Guinea. Deforestation
is the key factor contributing to habitat loss
and consequent population dwindling. So

Ainu people, Japan

culture, with their own language, mythology,

Alaska

far, the country has put no measures to

Kivalina is at the tip of an 8-mile barrier reef

ensure their survival.

in Alaska. It is a traditional Inupiat Eskimo

The Ainu are an indigenous people of Japan.

village with about 375 residents. The large

The unoﬃcial number of the Ainu is 200,000

amounts of greenhouse gases emission that

due to many Ainu having no knowledge of
their ancestry. Traditional Ainu culture is
quite diﬀerent from the Japanese culture and
could be lost with the heritage of this people.

Micronesia
The vast island nation of Micronesia with an

community’s existence.

ancient culture that includes 607 islands,
scattered across a million square miles of the
western Pacific.These islands are already

Borneo Rainforest

contribute to climate change threaten the

Glacier National Park

being eroded away by fast-rising sea level,

The 37 glaciers remaining at Glacier National

so fast that graveyards are disappearing.

Park are vanishing. In the past half century,

This lush rainforest island has an amazing

some of the ice formations in Montana have

biodiversity: it’s home to the endangered

lost 85% of their size, and the average

Bornean orangutan, the critically endangered
Sumatran rhinoceros an other 52 new
species of plants and animals discovered
recently. Unfortunately, this environment is
under threat by illegal logging, forest fires,
the development of palm oil plantations and
the illegal trade of protected wildlife.

Maori People, New Zeland
Indigenous Polynesian people of New
Zealand, the Māori originated with settlers

shrinkage is 39%, a study released by the
U.S. Geological Survey and Portland State
University says.

from eastern Polynesia, who arrived in New
Zealand at some time between 1250 and
1300 CE. Over several centuries in isolation,
the Polynesian settlers developed a unique

Sky Islands, Arizona (USA)
Sky islands are isolated mountains
surrounded by radically diﬀerent lowland

environments Islands. The tops of these

the infrastructure alone threatening to forever

increased traﬃc and pollution, pressure on

mountains present unique microclimates that

alter the once isolated islands.

water supply and damage to the site’s

are world-renowned diversity hotspots. The

natural beauty, aﬀecting tourism.

Sky Islands are highly susceptible to

Nevado Huascarán (Andes),
Peru

Gauchos, Argentina

The Andes stretche down the west coast of

The Gaucho people, living in La Pampa, is a

South America from Bolivia to Chile. They

national symbol in both Argentina and

The Florida Everglades is a swampy

are home to one-sixth of all plant life on

Uruguay. Gauchos became greatly admired

wilderness the size of Delaware. Because of

Earth on just one percent of the planet's

and renowned in legends, folklore and

climate change and sea level rise, the ocean

landmass. The Andes are rich in biodiversity,

literature and became an important part of

is starting to seep into the swampland. If the

but they're also rich in resources. Oil and gas

their regional cultural tradition. Beginning

invasion grows worse, it could drastically

have been discovered in the region, and

late in the 19th century, after the heyday of

change the Everglades, and a way of life for

companies are building roads and pipelines

the gauchos, they were celebrated by South

millions of residents in South Florida.

through sensitive areas. Hydroelectric dams

American writers. Today they are threatened

threaten river ecosystems and deforestation

by globalisation.

droughts associated with climate change.

Everglades, Florida (USA)

leaves native birds without a habitat.

Galapagos Islands, Ecuador
There are myriad species living on these

Antartica

actively volcanic islands found no place else

Salar d'Uyuni, Bolivia

on Earth, including marine iguanas and giant

This site is the world’s largest salt flat and

overfishing threaten Antarctica's biodiversity.

tortoises. The World Wildlife Fund asserts

unexploited reserve of lithium, a material

A 2008 report warned that if global

that illegal fishing, non-native species

used in pharmaceuticals, fertilisers, and

temperatures rise 2 degrees Celsius above

threaten this irreplaceable ecosystem and

smartphone and electric car batteries. The

pre-industrial averages, sea ice in the

the people who depend on it. Plus tourism

extraction of this resource, whose demand

Southern Ocean could shrink by 10 to 15

continues to rise 12% year over year with

has surged in the past year, could mean

percent. If that happens, ice-dependant

The twin threats of global warming and

species will lose habitat and food sources.
Already, experts warn that overfishing of krill,
the shrimp-like basis of the Antarctic food
chain, could threaten the entire ecosystem.

Lençóis Maranhenses, Brazil
The Lençóis Maranhenses National Park is
an area of low, flat, occasionally flooded
land, overlaid with large, discrete sand
dunes. The inhabitants work primarily as
fishermen during the rainy season. During
the dry season, many leave for neighboring
regions to work small plots of land. With
climate change these seasons ( and
formations ) could disappear.

Mount Roraima
Roraima, soaring more than 8,000 feet into
the clouds, is like a prehistoric island in the
sky, populated by plants and animals found
nowhere else.
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